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FELLOWSHIPHALLS
by Noral D. Stewart

The church felowship hal that isreverberant and noisy isthe most common single problemwe are asked to
fix after it is built. These rooms are usudly used for socia or dining functions when many people are
gpesking a once. Other times they may be used for recreationa activities by young people who are loud.
Sometimes, they include gymnasium facilities. These rooms become loud when many people are talking.
When few people are present, and sometimes even when the room is full, the reverberation can make it
difficult to understand a spesker. Any such room built with a hard ceiling without advice from a qudified
acoudician isdmogt certain to result in problems.

These rooms should be treated with a large amount of sound absorptive materids to control sound

reflectionsand noise. Carpet on thefloor can be part of the solution, but israrely acomplete solution or a
necessary part of the solution. A suspended acoudticd ceiling is often the most economica solutionin new
condruction. If thecelingislow, it should be highly absorptive. If itishigh, it needsto be only moderately
absorptive. However, wall trestment isusualy nesded in combination with high callings. Treating theceiling
is difficult in some exiding rooms Wall trestments aone can help, but will not usualy produce an ided

result. Wal treetments and materids added to the celling after initid construction are usudly more
expensve than caling treetmentsingaled in initid congdruction.

A vaiety of maerids are available to treat exising rooms. They satisfy differing needs for durability,
gppearance, cost, and acoustics that result from different room uses, budgets, gods, and existing
architecture. These include materids gpplied to or hung from the ceiling and materias added to walls.
Other optionsare availablefor useininitia design that are not easily used later. We can even have awood
ceiling that is dbosorptive if that is desired.



